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Recycled water is treated from wastewater inflow and sanitized to the point where it is still 
nonpotable but safe to use for irrigation. In response to the drought, state officials have shown 
more of a willingness to approve such projects in recent years, Darling said. 
"The governor is very focused on water, always has been, and one of his appointees to the state 
water resources control board, Felicia Marcus, has turned things around, in my opinion," Darling 
said. "In terms of opening up dollars and being available for recycled water, water conservation 
and storage, she has turned the State Water Resources Control Board into a much more 
supportive role." 
 
Looking beyond the money, McNerney's announcement also brought up the subject of local 
control, an issue that has defined California's infamous "water wars" for decades. In East Contra 
Costa, treated wastewater that is not used for recycled water irrigation is typically sent back into 
the Delta, where it can end up being sent down to Southern California. By contrast, if it's used 
for recycled water irrigation, local ratepayers in Northern California would get the benefit of the 
water. 

McNerney said he was "disappointed" with a recent bill, written by House Republicans, that 
would remove certain restrictions on water exports from the Delta and also limit the secretary of 
agriculture's ability to restrict farmers' water rights throughout the state. 

"It's a recycled version of a bill that would actually call to ship more fresh water out of the Delta 
to points in Southern California without any regard for the environment of the Delta, for the 
endangered species, for water quality," McNerney said of the proposed legislation. "They just 
want more water, and that's not a solution. ... We need to come up with a solution that works for 
everybody." 

This drought affects each and every one of us, and this is a team effort," Longmire said. "We 
have to continuously keep that in the forefront of our mind, because our most precious resource 
is going away." 

Contact Nate Gartrell at 925-779-7174 or follow him on Twitter at Twitter.com/NateGartrell 

The 27 Proposed Projects: Benicia recycled water project to Valero refinery 
Brentwood recycled water project 
Central Dublin recycled water distribution and retrofit project 
Central Redwood City recycled water project 
Concord recycled water project 
Contra Costa County refinery recycled water project, Phase 1 
Delta Diablo recycled water project 
Delta Diablo high-purity water treatment facility 
Dublin recycled water expansion project 
Fresno east central recycled water facility 
Fresno downtown recycled water distribution 
Fresno southwest recycled water distribution 
Hayward recycled water project 
Ironhouse Sanitary District Cypress recycled water project 
Ironhouse Sanitary District industrial recycled water project 



Ironhouse Sanitary District direct potable reuse project 
Monterey Peninsula groundwater replenishment project, Phase 1 
Mountain View recycled water project. 
North Valley regional recycled water project 
Palo Alto recycled water pipeline project 
Pleasanton recycled water project 
Potable Reuse in Santa Clara County, Phase 1 
San Jose Water Co. recycled water project 
Sunnyvale continuous recycled water production project 
West Bay Sanitary District Recycled Water Project 
Wolfe Road recycled water project 
Yountville recycled water project 
 

 


